. 
U 
* 
4s 
1 
* 
e 
L 
/ 
4 
Sol 
3 
A3 


”_ 


The CASE of the Royal- African Company. 
| 2 


improving our Weſt-India Plantations, has been found indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 
ever ſince any conliderable Colonies of Her Majeſty's Subjects have ſettled in 
America: So likewiſe, ever ſince Her Maſeſty's Subjects got the firſt footing 
on the Coaſt of Africa, they found it neceſſary (after the Example of all other Nations) 


| / S the Importation of Negroes from the Coaſt of Gaines, for cyltivating and 


to trade thither by Companies, with excluſive Joint - Stocks, one after another, from time 
to time; and have endeavour'd, all along to erect Forts and Settlements, with conſent of 
the Natives, for the Security, Preſervation and Improvement of their Trade: But none of 


theſe Companies being evereſtabliſh'd with the Sanction of a Parliamentary Conſtitution, 
a Door was always left open, for frequently diſturbing their Meaſures, embaraſſing their 
Deſigns, and interrupting the _— of their Trade and Acquiſitions z and that chiefly 
upon account of a divided Intereſt, which has been always, more or letz, kept up among 


dur ſelves, both at Home and Abroad; inſomuch, that at ſeveral periods of time, need- 
leſs to be here mention'd, our Trade to Africa has been, oftner than once, wholly relin- 


uiſh'd, for ſome Years together, by reaſon of the Intruſion and irregular Proceedings of 
nterlopers, and the deſtructiye Conſequences which Diviſions never fail to produce in any 
ſuch Undertakings. 3 | 15 
Yet after the preſent Royal- African-Company was, in the Year 1672, eſtabliſhed by a. 
new Charter, with excluſive Privileges, and had the Countenance and Protection of 


the Government at the time; with few or no Interruptions, for a courſe of ſome Years 


together; (which in effect anſwered then all the Ends of a Parliamentary Conſtitution) 


they purchas'd, erected, maintain'd and repair'd a conſiderable Number of Forts, Factories 


and Settlements on the Coaſt of Afriia; they contracted many Alliances with the Natives; 
and renewed the fate, from time to time, according as the Circumſtances of their Af- 
fairs required; they introduc'd and incourag'd the making ſeveral forts of Woollen 
and other ManufaQtures, proper for the Trade of Guinea, not formerly manuſaQur'd in 
England, and reduc'd the making thereof to a _ and ſettled Goodneſs : They Ex- 
ported yearly upwards of 70000 Pounds worth of the faid Woollen and other Manu- 
factures; and gave far better Prices for the ſame than what uſually is now given for the 
like. They furniſh'd the Weſtern Plantations with conſtant Supplies of conſiderable Num- 
bers of Negroes at very moderate Rates; the Produce of whoſe Labour has added very 
much to the publick Revenue and Riches of this Kingdom; they imported conſiderable 


quantities of Gold-Duſt, Elephants-Teeth, Redwood, and other Goods fit for being manu- 
factured at Home; and in effect managed Matters fo, both Abroad and at Home, as that; 


for ſeveral Years together, their Trade did not only produce an Annual Dividend of cer- 
rain Profits, to all the particular Adventurers in the Joint-Stock, beſides a Multiplication 


of their Capital, bur, likewiſe ſeveral other Publick and National Advantages to the 


whole Kingdom, and the Britiſþ Plantations in general. | 

From all which it may be rationally concluded, that if the preſent Company's Char- 
ter had been confirm'd, by Act of Parliament, fo as to have prevented the many Ob. 
ſtructions and Difficulties, which they have been forced to ſtruggle with, theſe twenty 
Years laſt paſt, the Britiſh Intereſt on the Coaſt of Africa, had been, by this time, in a 
much more flouriſhing Condition than can poſſibly be conſiſtent wich a precarious Con- 
ſtitution, which admits of all the pernicious Conſequences that muſt naturally attend a 
divided Intereſt, eſpecially in a Trade where we have all the Stratagems and united 
Power of ſuch formidable Foreign Competitors as the French, Datch, Dazes, Branden- 
burghers, Portugueze, Natives, Cc. to deal with. ; 2 

However, it ſo happened, that ſoon after the Revolution, the Interlopers breaking in 


: upon the Privileges of the Royal-African-Company's Charter; and thereafter the Parliament 


being, in the Year 1697. induced, for an Experiment, to grant a Permiſſion to all His 


Majeſty's Subjects, as well as the Company, to trade to and from Africa, for the ſpace of 


13 Years, they paying to the Company a Duty of ten per Cent upon their Exports, o- 


wards defraying the Charge-and Expences of their Forts and Settlements in thoſe Parts; 
the Trade has ever ſince fallen into great Diſorders and Confuſions? For, 

I. The unbounded Liberty allowed, by the ſaid Act, to all Perſons whatſoever, to 
trade to Africa, without any uniform Influence, or Pre-coticerted Rules of Management, 
bas render'd the Britiſh Intereſt on that Coaſt ſo divided, and the Conſequences attend= 
ing the different Methods of trading there ſo precarious, that the Natives of Africa have 
thereby an opportunity of impoſing what they yu as well upon the ſeparate Traders, 
as upon the Company, to the general Prejudice o this Kingdom; infomuch that, ſince the 


Commencement of the Liberty allow'd by the ſaid Act, the Prices of Goods and Merchans- 


dizes i ted into Guinea, are diminiſhed to at leaſt the one half of What they produc'd 
2 allo che Prices of Negroes ate advanced to much more than the double, 
treble, yea and frequently the quadruple of their former Prices : Which evideatly proceeds | 
from the Advantage which the Natives take of their having variety of Chap-men; * 


- 


* 


(2) 
| p 6 7 8 » ar ee 7 g V * 80 
a5 before, they could have recourſe only to the Company's Settlements and V 1 
and thereby the advantage of the Trade, in all its Branches, kept always on * 85 
which in the many happy Conſequences thereof diffusd ic {\t through the hole Circle 


of the Trade of this Kingdom. 


I. Our Foreign Rivals in this Commerce do, upon all Occaſions, fornent and encourage 
thoſe Diviſions which muſt unavoidably happen. berwixt Traders who have ditterent In- 
tereſts; aad they inſtruct the Natives how to make their Advantage irom thence, becaulc 
theſe our Foreign Competitors do hope that, it all Britiſh Adventurers be on tern ag'd, 
ſo as to relinguiſh their Forts and Settlements, the former may engrols this! ra ich whot- 
ly to themſelves; and they are fo bent upon their own Profit, that they not only intti. 
gate the Natives chiefly againſt the Royal African-Compary (as their molt lormidabſe and 
puiſſant Competitor) but have likewiſe, in Conſunction with heir Native, Allies, fre- 
quently endeavour'd to extirpate and deſtroy the Britiſo Commerce there, as the Dutch 


did the Hngliſb Fattorics in the Spice-Ilande, and other parts of ladiæ, which could never 


be regain'd. | 3 | | 
UI. Tho? the Novelty of a Conſtitution laying the Trade to Africa open by Law, did 
at firſt rempt many inconſiderate Perſons, who ku. little or nothing of the Nature and 
Circumitances of that Trade, to adventure their Stocks in trading ſeparately to Africa; 
inſomuch, that in one Year they ſent Eighty one Veſſels chither; yet their Loſſes and Dyt- 
appoinrments, for the Reaſons already given, hve been tuch, for ſome Years ialt palt, they 
ha ve not ſent out above one fiſth of that number of Ships per 4:avm ; io that it may juſt- 
ly be fo1d, that they have not only done themlelves and rhe Company too, abundance of 
Damage; but have likewiſe been the loſtruments of endaogering the total lofs of that 
Trade to the Nation Yea, let them fend our whatever number of Ships they wall, yet 
ſtill, without a pre-concerted and uniform Management (whiwh can never be but in the 
Method of an excluſive Joint- Stock) not only the preſent Company, but even the Nation, 
yea, and the generality of all the ſeparate Traders themſelves, muit unavoidably of courſe 
tocle by the Trade, as they have done all along, excepting only tome few who have the 
lole benefit of Com miſſions and Commiſſion-houſes. | 
IV. The Company labouring, all this time, under the preſſure of ſo many unſurmount- 
able Difficulties and Diſcouragements, by reaſon of frequent Captures, and moit injurious 
Combinations againit them, boch ar Home and DE were ſtill nevertheleis forced to 
bc at a continued vaſt Charge and Expeace in maintaining dieir Forts and Settlements, 
and kegping, up the Face of a Trade, until they could have a lair Opportunity of laying 
their Cate betore the Parliament But finding it impracticable for either themſelves or the 
ſeparate Traders ro Trade profitably on the ſoot of the preſent looſe and precarious Con- 
ititution, have not traded jor ncar fo much as otherways they would have done: So that 
the Planters in America do grievouſly complain that, theſe fix or ſeven Years paſt, the Com- 
pany and ſeparate Traders together have not ſupplied them with {ufficieat Numbers of 
Negroes, and that theſe they ger do colt them more than double, and frequently treble 
the prices winch they formerly paid for them. | VE, | 1 
V. By che ajorelaid Means, the Company was at laſt brought under the grievous hard- 
ſhip of a moſt perplexing Dilemma ; the more they traded for, the more (iu all probabi- 
lity) they were luret lofe , and if they delifted trom trading tor god and all, then the 
muſt not ouly expect to lote all hopes of ever recovering mole vait Sams which they had 
formerly advanced, jront time to time, for the Security, Preſervation and Improvement 
of the Trade, but even the very toundarion chereot (their Forts and Sertiements) fall to 
che Ground, or wluch is worſe, into the Hands of Foreign Nations, and thereby lie un- 
der the uncelibie Reproach of ſuffering the whole Trade to be irrecoyerably lolt to this 
Kingdom: The Conſideration whereof made rhe Company renew their Endeavours, by 
borrowing und advancing many additional conliderable Surns, from time to time, tor the 
Maintenance and Preſervation of theie Forts and Settlements, aud coutequently of rhe 
Frade it fell, at a very great and endicis Expence, till ſome favourable opportunity {ſhould 
offer tor redreffing their Grievances, as alorefaid. In order to which, they made their 
Application by Pericton to the Honourable Houſe of Commons in the laſt Seſſions of Far- 
Jiz2ment : Bur fince ſome few ſeparate Traders did io alarm and diſturb the Deliberztions 
of the Honourable Houſe with clamorous and moſt injurious Calumnies, and ground- 
jeſs Alperſtons againtt the Managers of the Company, charging them with a pretended 
Monopoly ot the trade, doing horrid Injuſtics Eoth ro the Adventurers and Creditors 
et the Company, Ce. that tho! they then ſufficicatly vindicated themieves, yet the Sets 
ons drawing to a Cloſe, the further Coniideration of their Petition was delayed for 
that time. | | | 
But tace the laſt Seſſions of Parliament the Managers of the Company, by expoiing 
2I'thetr Books and Proceedings, together with the prefent State of boch their Quick aud 
Det Scock, at leveral gencral Meetings of the Adventurers and Creditors, both jointly 
and ſeparately, have fo far convinced all Parties concern'd, of the lairbeſs and equality 
their Actings for the preſervation of their Common Inturett io genersl, on the Cour 
at 'Af%7cz, that four fifths of cheir ſaid Cred;tors have already iubicnbea to an Afrece 


* 


ment, by which the Company will be intirely freed and diſcharg'd tom cheit whote Debts, 


nd then want norhing but only ſuitable Encouragement form the Parliament for enabling, 


them 
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following Propoſitions and Matters of Fact. 


bur by means of mutual Alliance 


them to carry on and improve the Trade to a muc 
75 
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tage chan can poſſibly, with any tolerable how of more Publick and National Advan- 


ound { | 
-Jooſe and open Method wharſoever. Ren "wy be ever expected from any 


The Company having thus in a great Meaſure extricat | RET 
54,94 Tags \ > ll | icated themſelves out 1 
rynth, into which they were involved, | of the Laba 


on account of the great Debts whi 
eontracted, for the preſervation and mainte 5 which they had 


| | | enance of the Trade to the Nation, t. 7 
that the Wiſdom ot the Parliament will find Sr 


that the W Hdam alia. find it neceſſary and expedient to diſengage 
likewiſe at this time from the intolerable dead weight — — of that — 
ed liberty given to ſeparate Traders, which has already produced ſo many obnoxious 
and pernicious Conſequences, not only ro the Company, but even to the African Trade 
in general: The doing whereof will yet appear to be ſo much the more reaſonable and 
neceſſary at this Juncture, if che Honourable Houſe will be pleas'd to conſider the few 
Firſt. That there was never yet any ſubſtantial Commerce in the World carried on 
but b | utu ances and Confederations made with the N atives, how barba- 
rous ſocver. And it is maniteſt, that Alliances of this Nature can be made only b 
Princes themſelves, or by Powers derived. from them, to Bodies-Politick and Cham 
nities; who are Stable, Permanent and Reſponſible, continually ready upon the Place, 
by their Agents, to expoſtulate with, or give Satisfaction to their Allies: Which can 
never be mantain'd with Individuals or fiogle Perſons, who being tranſient and mortal: 
no Man knows where to find them, when they happen to commit any Injuries. ; 
— Secondly, Without ſome fixt Society, veſted with a conſiderable Joint-Stock, and ſuit- 
able Priviledges, Fears. a f no ſure Dependance upon having the Britiſh Plantations ſup- 
plied duly with ſufficient Numbers of Negroes, at moderate or certain Rates; nor upon 
making any adyantageous Contracts with the Spaziards, or P rtugueze, to furniſh them 
with Negroes in their et- Indies: Which if duly improved, in the Hands of a Compa- 
ny having the ſole Management of the Trade to Africa, might very eaſily be made to pro- 
duce a large and valuable yearly Article in the Ballance of our foreign Trader; fo that, 
under, the wild Notion of keeping the Trade open to Millions of People who never trad- 
ed, nor will ever trade to Africa, in any Method whatſoever; upwards of 1000 Adven- 
rurers immediately concern'd in the Company's Stock, beſides ſeveral Thouſands of Het 
Majeſty's Subjects that might have been daily imploy'd, by the Company, if eſta- 
bliſh'd upon the foot of a ſuitable Conſtitution, are all this time (to the univerſal loſs 
of the Nation, in the Conſequences thereof) molt greyiouſly diſcourag?d ; while the lit- 
tle Shadow that remain'd of the Trade is in effect a, moſt pernicious Monopoly in the 
Hands of ten or twelve Separate Traders who, plowing (as it were) with the Compa- 
ny's Heiter, on the Coalt of Guinea, have the ſole Benefit of Commiſſions and Commiſ- 
fion-Houſes, in the Plantations. But it is our great Misſortune that (generally ſpeaking) 
we have as narrow and contracted Norions and Ideas of the indefinite Number of un- 
common Circumſtances attending the African Trade, as we have of our Coal-Trade be- 


| twixt this and New. Caſtle, or indeed of all the Linnen-Drapers-Shops between Aldgate 


and Temple-Bar ; as if the Management ot both the one and ths other were, neither more 
nor leſs, the very ſame, in all Events whatſoever, nt ER 
* Thirdly, Tis very obſervable that all the Attempts ever made of Trading from hence, 
either to the Ezff-Indies or Coaſt of Arica, in the Method of an open Trade, have prov'd 
always abortive; For while the Trade to the Eaſt- Indies lay open from the Year 1653, 
to the Year 165), that Method proved fo very deſtruftive to the ſeveral private Trad- 
ers thither; that the governing Power, at that time, found it neceſſary to unite them 
all into one Joint-Company, with a Joiat- Stock; and tho” in the Year 1698, an Act of 
Parliament was obtain'd for laying that Trade open, in the Method of a regulated 
Company ; yet upon Tryal, the Separate Traders who procured that Act, found it ne- 
ceſſary to unite themſelves, ſo as to trade only with one Joint- Stock: And tho' there 
Was ſeemingly an irieconcileable Conteſt between the new and old Company, yet botfi 
of them became fo ſenſible of the dz(truQtive Conſequences of Trading by a divided In- 
cereſt, that they are now at laſt happily join'd into one Company, having the fame 
+ ook, Intereſt and Deſigns: It is to be remembred likewiſe, that while the Trade 
* 4 Was laid open, before the Reſtauration of King Charles II. the Dutch Compa- 
to __ ſuch Advantages of the Separate Traders, that their Loſſes were computed to 
1 ol. as appear'd by their Petitions to the King: Which induced His Ma- 
about eee. an excluſive Charter in the Year 1662 to rhe preſent Company's Prede- 
jeſt _— having ſuſtain'd great Loſſes by the thea ſucceeding Datch War, betore 
he. Dp _ rcely well eltabliſh'd ; His Majeſty found it Neccfſary for the Recovery 
— — — the Trade, to renew that Charter in Favour of the preſent Royal. 
” 0 — oa they paying an Equivalent to their Predeceſſors for the ſurrender of 
ricdn- 7 
their Right, Oe. f all which Premiſſes, and the conſtant Practice and Expe- 
; From the — . Trading to Africa, tis humbly hoped that the Ho- 
rience of al 1 Commons may think it neceſſary and expedient, in the preſent Jun- 
. 3 ſome certain and determinate Reſolutions in Relation to that Trade; 
ture, to CO! | 


ſuch as thele jollow ing; or the like: 1 


FE? | f th 3 Africa, is 4 mu- 
et i vation and 1 ov ment of the fade 0 a, - 
= its e 16 Kingdom, and the Plantations thereun- 

- 4408 to belonging · 
ad. That Forts an 
F | are abſolutely neeel] wry for the Defence, 
2 t, with excluſive 
. That, b other Method, than that of 4 Joint- Stoot, with ecclaſid 
at own rg the ſaid Forts, Settlements and Alliances, can uwe be Fectualy 
maintain d, and the ſaid Trade carried on, ſo as to be made an advantag e- 

ous Trade to Britain. 3 | 

And as it is humbly preſum'd that, upon the Foot of a ſuitable Conſtitution, no Sett 
of Men in Britais are now fo capable of anſwering all the Ends of the aforeſaid Reſolu- 
tions, or can be. ſo juſtly entituled to the Trade of the Coaſt of Africa, as the preſent Royal- 
African. Company; to whoſe Induſtry, Care and Application, the Recovery, Preſerva- 
tion and Improvement of Britains Share of the Trade, is wholly owing ; fo (with all 
duc Submiſſion to the Wiſdom of the Parliament) the moſt eaſy, natural and efettual 
d Strugglings of the ſeveral con- 


way of putting au end, at once, to the Diviſions and Stri ne ! 
ſaid Trade, at this time, would 


tending Parties, as to the Method of Settling the afore | 
of Parliament; With ſuch further proviſi- 


be to cofirm the Company's Charter by 4 | | 
d Conſumption of our Brijþ ManutaQtures 


onai Clauſes for encreaſing the Export an 
and ſupplying the Plantations with fufficient Numbers of Negroes at moderate Prices, 


as the Wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall judge fic and reaſonable. 
Then it ſhould be (and nor till then) that, from the natural Conſequences of ſuch a 
happy Coaltitution, we might reaſonably expect the ſeveral following Advantages. 
ff. An End to all our Litigious Debates and divided interfering Intereſts in the 
Trade, both at Home and Abroad. 
24. No room or handle left for the poiſonous Practices of of the Emiſſaries and Par- 
tizans of Foreign Intereſts; in our own Boſoms, either here or on the Coaſt of Africa. 
d. No Pretence or Temptation left for the Company's Servants to be Treache- 
rous to their Maſters, «by Colleaguing with thoſe of different Intereſts, and ſending 
home the Company's Effects Clandeſtinly in private Traders Ships; but all Parties con- 
cern'd bound by Intereft, and Inclination, to purſue the ſame generous Ends, for the 
common Intereſt of the Company and the whole Nation in General. 
4th. A certain yearly Export of conſiderable Quantities of Britybh Manuſactures, and 
a ſuitable Import of Gold, Elephants-Teeth, Dye-Wood, &c. beſides a conſtant ſupply 
of Negroes to the Plantations at moderate Prices. | 
51h, The Briti intereſt fo fortitied and improved in Africa, that they could eaſily 
* __ _ all _—— = Deſigns of their Enemies there, and gradu- 
ally extend their Power, Dominion and Trade along the Coaſt, 

9 Credit of this Kirgdom. n 
Gh. The Adventurers projecting all the reaſonable ways by which th ight 1 
Tad 1 Intereſt at Home, fo as ro * Ad — chele 

ade in the moſt diffuſive manner to all the conſider orts 1 tain; 
Trade : _ _ confin'd to the Port of La 1 nnen 
7. Lhe Tlantainns rejoycing at the Abatement which they would 
n The Frices of the Negraes; belides their being at a 3 = my _ 
whom they might exhibit their Complaints; in Caſe they met wit! Y agam 
ments or hard Uſage. : / n any Diſappoint- 
87%. A conſiderable part of th 8 
Aden bere in = by . 5 — 2 3 _ Portugueze Weſt-Tndies, 
N _ after ſettling the Aſciento. es as the Company would furniſh 
7%. The Company making conſid * 
4 e yo the Multiplication of n een Profits, 
icth. Many Thouſaads of H n 2 
ands imployed and comfortably manitain'd by the Com- 


any's Trade, both 4 . Kh | 
. boch at Home and Abroad, beſides thoſe imployed in Shipping and Na- 


e rhe Coaſt, and Alliances with the Natives, 
1 8 and Improvement of that 
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